Q44	Y°u can't be to careful
Tewkr Americanus in particular was irritated by a harsh
logic that overrode his dearest belief in his practical isolation
•whenever he chose to withdraw himself, from the affairs of
the rest of the world. He had escaped from the old world
and he hated to feel that he was being drawn back to share a
common destiny with the rest of mankind.
By the summer of 1939 the blowing-up of the old civilisation
was proceeding briskly. It was a progressive process. It
went from strength to strength. It was a spreading fire in an
uncharted wilderness of explosives. There was not one forth-
right bang of everything. It was much more like a big series
of magazines and oil stores of unknown depth and extent
blowing up and blazing one after another, each outbreak
starting and incorporating still more violent explosions.
The fighting of '39 was mild in comparison with '40, and '40
was mild in comparison with '41. Nobody had planned this.
There is no sign in Mein Kampf of any realisation on the part
of Rudolf Hess and Adolf Hitler that they had fired a limitless
mine. They felt they were brilliant cynical lads who had
taken the world by surprise. As a matter of fact, modern
warfare took them by surprise. By 1941 they were as
helplessly anxious as everybody else to put out the fire
again and crawl away with any loot they could lay their
hands on.
Goering promised that no allied air raids should ever dis-
tress the German homeland. He probably made that promise
in perfect good faith. For a time he had the upper hand and
the German public had little to complain of. They made war
in the lands of other peoples according to a century-old
tradition. War has still to come home to them. Whatever
the allies did to Germany, said Goering, he would retaliate
tenfold. What he did not realise until it was too late was
that he had no monopoly in this war weapon he was using and
that the Luftwaffe he had launched would not only kick back
but grow to overwhelming dimensions.
In '40 the Germans nearly won the war with the great tank
and the dive-bomber. Then opportunity passed. In '41
tanks were pouring out of factories by the thousand, and both

